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                      From Pastor Steve 
     Donna and I are looking forward to traveling  
to Colorado on June 24th for a week of wellness  
training called “Grace Place Retreats”, sponsored 
by the Colorado District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.   
     The retreats, held around the country, include spiritual, 
physical, emotional, and financial counseling for pastors and their 
wives.  Our retreat will be in Aspen, Colorado, from June 24th 
through the 28th.   
     From their website:  “The goal of Grace Place Lutheran Wellness 
ministries is to offer preventative wellness skills, attitudes and 
resources to our Lutheran professional church workers and their 
families, so they can carry forth the Gospel message of salvation in 
Christ, and live and serve His people abundantly in body, mind, and 
Spirit.  Grace Place is a wellness retreat, keeping our church 
workers healthy.”   
     Donna and I will be one of 10-20 church worker couples 
spending 5 days together reflecting, re-tooling, restoring, and 
rejuvenating.  Upon our return I’m excited to be able to share with 
our Living Branch congregation what I’ve learned about healthy, 
well-rounded living. 
     By the way, our relatives will be baby-sitting Hannah and 
Maggie.  It will be the longest stretch (5 days) without our girls 
since we got them!  We will miss them, but we’re looking forward 
to time to ourselves.   
     I hope and pray all of us in the Living Branch family can spend 
some time this summer reflecting, re-tooling, restoring, and 
rejuvenating.  Have a wonderful, safe, peaceful summer! 
      
    God’s peace to you, 
    Pastor Steve and Donna 
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Living Branch 
Confirmation Class Of 2013! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Sunday, May 5th, was a special day for six young people of Living Branch as they 
Confirmed their faith in Christ.  Lindsey Belisle, Dustin Fox, Michaela Kost, Anton Larson, 
Blake Miller and Trevor Minor stood in front of the congregation, spoke of their love for 
Jesus, and committed their lives to serving the Lord. 
     Confirmation students engage in a two-year study of the Holy Scriptures as expressed 
in Martin Luther’s Small Catechism.  They memorize God’s Word, learn how to pray, 
learn the six chief parts of the catechism participate in “Bible History Day” and 
“Reformation Day”, take sermon notes, and complete the much-loved (!) 100 Ministry 
Points.   
     Pastor Steve enjoyed teaching these young people of faith.  They love the Lord and 
want to make a difference in the world as they serve Christ.  Please keep them in your 
prayers, that they would continue to grow in their faith and in service to God. 

 
 



 
 
 
Congratulations to Living Branch Graduates! 

     Four members of Living Branch have recently graduated from high school.  They are 
Hannah Barrett, Mikayla Hensch, Nick Koecher, and Anna Schlipp.  Mikayla (L) and Anna 
(R) are pictured below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     Congratulations to our four graduates.  We pray for their faith, safety, happiness, 
and their life of serving the Lord as they take the next step in the adventure of their 
lives. 

 
What Pastor Steve Is Reading: 

“Radical 
What is Jesus worth to you? It's easy for  
American Christians to forget how Jesus  
said his followers would actually live, what  
their new lifestyle would actually look like.  
They would, he said, leave behind security,  
money, convenience, even family for him.  
They would abandon everything for the gospel. They would take up their crosses 
daily. 
    But who do you know who lives like that? Do we?  In Radical, David Platt 
challenges us to consider with an open heart how we have manipulated 
the gospel to fit our cultural preferences. He shows what Jesus actually said 
about being his disciple--then invites us to believe and obey what you have heard. 
And he tells the dramatic story of what is happening as a "successful" suburban 
church decides to get serious about the gospel according to Jesus. 
 
 
      



 
      
 
     Finally, he urges us to join in The Radical Experiment--a one-year journey in 
authentic discipleship that will transform how we live in a world that desperately 
needs the Good News Jesus came to bring.  As I read Dr. Platt’s book, I was 
convicted by my lack of radical discipleship.  I was also inspired to know that this 
book offers and delivers a practical structure that can help us live the radical 
discipleship that God’s Word calls us to live. 

     This would be an awesome church-wide book to read for this 
fall.  Then starting January 1st, 2014, for those willing, we could 
begin our one-year experiment in radical living.  I highly 
recommend Radical by David Platt. 

 
 

Thoughts On Outreach At Living Branch 
 “Reaching The Nones” 

     Just when you think you’ve seen it all, something else comes along.   Two British 
comedians have started a church for Atheists in London – no joke.  It’s called the Sunday 
Assembly.  It meets once a month in what they call a deconsecrated church.  What goes 
on inside looks a lot like the Christian churches around the corner, just without God.  
After the welcome and announcements, the congregation sings along to hits by Queen 
and Stevie Wonder; a guest speaker has a message, and readings are shared.  These 
folks are serious.    They don’t have faith, but they say they do want to hold on to the 
rituals that are part of their lives.   And they want a sense of community.  And they want 
to help people.   
     One the one hand, it’s kind of funny, but it’s also a wake-up call to the Church.   These 
are things that most people are looking for today, believer or unbeliever.  We have the 
Gospel.  We know that’s what people really need.  But are we willing to meet people 
where they are in their life?  Do we work hard at Living Branch to provide a sense of 
community for all people?  Do we make opportunities for all people to help others?  
Good questions as we look at how we can reach our community for Christ.  After all, 
20% of all Americans now say they have no religious affiliation.  1/3 of those under 30 
claim no affiliation.  It’s called the “Rise of the Nones”.   Not the ones with the habits!  
The ones who check “none” when asked for religious affiliation.   A good chunk of those 
folks are atheists.  All these numbers are growing fast.   
     How do we reach out to the nones of the world?  A few weeks ago I attended a 
conference at Grace Church Eden Prairie called Engage.  The focus was exactly what the 
title said:  strategies on how the church can engage the world with the Gospel.  Engage 
is a one-day event designed to help Christians represent Christ in our community and 
equip us to love and disciple in this post-Christian generation.  We start by 
understanding how our post-Christian culture thinks spiritually.  We listen to our friends,  



 
neighbors and coworkers.  We build relationships and serve and love them without 
condition.  We develop a serving congregation that shows our community we love and 
care for them in the name of Jesus.   
     Many strategies were presented to engage our culture for Christ.  As we look to our 
culture with compassion and a true desire to engage our community, we will grow in 
our ability and effectiveness to reach our culture with the love of Jesus.  
 

 
Don’t Forget Church In The Park! 

     Sunday, August 11th, is the date for Living Branch’s annual Church In The Park.  
Instead of worshiping in our building, we will gather at Central Park in North Branch for 
a 10 a.m. worship service, followed by a potluck at 11:30 a.m. 
     Attendance at Church In The Park has grown steadily since it was introduced in 2010.  
This informal setting is a great opportunity for Living Branch members to invite their 
friends to worship the Lord in the beauty of nature. 
      Mark your calendars for this fun, important outreach event. 
 
 

Semi Annual Voters Meeting! 

     Sunday, July 14th, is the date for Living Branch’s semiannual Voters Meeting.  The 
meeting will be held at Harder Park in North Branch after the 2nd service.  Hot dogs and 

hamburgers will be provided for food and for drinks, water and Lemonade will be 
furnished.  There will be a sign-up sheet located in the fellowship hall if you would like 
to bring any items to the meeting.  After the voters meeting, there is an afternoon of 

fellowship enjoying the amenities of the park.  Please plan on attending this vital 
meeting and an afternoon of fellowship.  

 

LBLC Youth Group 
“Building relationships with each other, our community and most importantly, Christ.” 

 

     5K4 Missions on Saturday, May 25th was a great 
success!  Thank you to everyone who participated 
and volunteered!  The weather cooperated and 
we were able to raise over $300.00 to help fund a 

mission trip for next Summer.  
                                      Recycling Drive 

 

Saturday, June 29th from 9 – 11 a.m. at Living Branch Lutheran Church.  Here is your 
opportunity to get rid of all those unwanted items laying around your house!  Your 
unwanted items can equal $ for the youth group!  We accept any metal items or small 
electronics (cell phones, camera’s , laptops, mp3 players, etc), computers, drop cord  



 
(any old power cords or phone cable, tv cable, etc).  Just about anything except 
refrigerators and computer monitors.  If someone has a large quantity or heavy or larger 
items, we could pick it up by appointment during the week.  Check out the Youth page 
at www.livingbranch.org for details.  

Recycling to Raise $ 
We are also still collecting old cell phones & power cords to recycle and raise $ to send 
more youth on mission trips!  Drop off yours in the collection box in the church 
fellowship hall. 
 
Weekly youth group meetings are over, but join us this summer for our youth outings 
and services events.  Visit our web page on the Living Branch website for up to date 
information 
 
 

http://www.livingbranch.org/

